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deemed a departure from the United
States.

(i) The term departure-control officer
means any immigration officer as de-
fined in the regulations of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service who
is designated to supervise the depar-
ture of aliens, or any officer or em-
ployee of the United States designated
by the Governor of the Canal Zone, the
High Commissioner of the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands, or the gov-
ernor of an outlying possession of the
United States, to supervise the depar-
ture of aliens.

(j) The term port of departure means a
port in the continental United States,
Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands (beginning November
28, 2009), or the Virgin Islands, des-
ignated as a port of entry by the Sec-
retary, or in exceptional circumstances
such other place as the departure-con-
trol officer may, in his discretion, des-
ignate in an individual case, or a port
in American Samoa, or Swains Island,
designated as a port of entry by the
chief executive officer thereof.

(k) The term special inquiry officer
shall have the meaning ascribed there-
to in section 101(b)(4) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act.

[45 FR 65516, Oct. 3, 1980, as amended at 74 FR
2836, Jan. 16, 2009; 74 FR 25388, May 28, 2009]

§215.2 Authority of departure-control
officer to prevent alien’s departure
from the United States.

(a) No alien shall depart, or attempt
to depart, from the United States if his
departure would be prejudicial to the
interests of the United States under
the provisions of §215.3. Any departure-
control officer who knows or has rea-
son to believe that the case of an alien
in the United States comes within the
provisions of §215.3 shall temporarily
prevent the departure of such alien
from the United States and shall serve
him with a written temporary order di-
recting him not to depart, or attempt
to depart, from the United States until
notified of the revocation of the order.

(b) The written order temporarily
preventing an alien, other than an
enemy alien, from departing from the
United States shall become final 15
days after the date of service thereof

§215.3

upon the alien, unless prior thereto the
alien requests a hearing as hereinafter
provided. At such time as the alien is
served with an order temporarily pre-
venting his departure from the United
States, he shall be notified in writing
concerning the provisions of this para-
graph, and shall be advised of his right
to request a hearing if entitled thereto
under §215.4. In the case of an enemy
alien, the written order preventing de-
parture shall become final on the date
of its service upon the alien.

(c) Any alien who seeks to depart
from the United States may be re-
quired, in the discretion of the depar-
ture-control officer, to be examined
under oath and to submit for official
inspection all documents, articles, and
other property in his possession which
are being removed from the United
States upon, or in connection with, the
alien’s departure. The departure-con-
trol officer may permit certain other
persons, including officials of the De-
partment of State and interpreters, to
participate in such examination or in-
spection and may exclude from pres-
ence at such examination or inspection
any person whose presence would not
further the objectives of such examina-
tion or inspection. The departure-con-
trol officer shall temporarily prevent
the departure of any alien who refuses
to submit to such examination or in-
spection, and may, if necessary to the
enforcement of this requirement, take
possession of the alien’s passport or
other travel document.

§215.3 Alien whose departure is
deemed prejudicial to the interests
of the United States.

The departure from the TUnited
States of any alien within one or more
of the following categories shall be
deemed prejudicial to the interests of
the United States.

(a) Any alien who is in possession of,
and who is believed likely to disclose
to unauthorized persons, information
concerning the plans, preparation,
equipment, or establishments for the
national defense and security of the
United States.

(b) Any alien who seeks to depart
from the United States to engage in, or
who is likely to engage in, activities of
any kind designed to obstruct, impede,
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